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1. The Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) welcomes the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the public inquiry provisions of the NSW Charitable 
Fundraising Act 1991 (NSW) (NSW Act). 
 

2. The ACNC has limited its feedback to those matters contained in the Discussion Paper 
that are relevant to the ACNC because of its jurisdiction, legislation or experience.   

 
About the ACNC and the charity sector 
 

3. The ACNC is the national regulator of charities established by the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (Cth) (ACNC Act). The objects of the ACNC 
Act are to:  
 
a. maintain, protect, and enhance public trust and confidence in the Australian not-for-

profit sector; and  
b. support and sustain a robust, vibrant, independent and innovative Australian not-for-

profit sector; and  
c. promote the reduction of unnecessary regulatory obligations on the Australian not-

for-profit sector.  
 

4. There is an overlap between the objects of the ACNC Act and the intent of the public 
inquiry provisions of the NSW Act. The ACNC welcomes any state-based legislation that 
complements the Commonwealth regulatory framework and leads to better governance 
by Australian charities.  

 
Questions 2-4 – appointment of inquirers 
 

5. We agree that given the limited circumstances in which inquiries are to be conducted, 
restricting potential public inquirers to current and retired Judges ensures that the inquiry 
process is rigorous, evidence-driven, and fair, and that any outcomes are regarded as 
legitimate. 

 
 
 

  






